CROMWELL,  LORD  PROTECTOR
April, 1599, he followed the calling of a country gentle-
man, and, if he put himself at the head of a troop of
soldiers, it was because nature had endowed him with
a genius for command. Had Cromwell been born in
the City of London, with the atmosphere of business in
his blood and environment, it is most likely that Charles I
would never have had his head cut off.
It has been alleged that the Protector as a young man
had given himself up to riotous living. Even if it were
true, it would be of no great moment. What is much
more important to bear in mind is his Welsh and Celtic
heredity, which goes far to account for his mysticism,
his fanaticism, his love of preaching, his solicitude for
the salvation of souls, his feelings, which were moved
by passion much rather than by reason. The austere
aspect of the country in which his days were passed,
accounted for the melancholy, the irritability and the
violence which his contemporaries noted in him and to
which his deeds sufficiently bear witness.
Oliver Cromwell made his first appearance in public
life in the year 1628, as the representative of Cambridge
in the House of Commons. That only lasted three
months. When Parliament was dissolved, Cromwell went
quietly home again.
He settled at St. Ives with his family, and busied him-
self with cattle-rearing as well as with the organization
of Puritan open-air meetings convened for the purpose
of counteracting the Catholic influence of the Queen,
which was said to be gaining ground at Court, and of
stemming the ever-growing power of the High Church
which, in the Protestant view, seemed to portend
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